Preschool planning week 1: Circus
	
	Activity 

	Monday[image: ]
	Lion heads.
Using paint and pasta shapes (whichever you have) let your child colour/paint a lion on a paper plate or on a circular piece of paper. Then using glue, stick the pasta around the edge to make its mane of hair. Roar!!

Learning objective: A great opportunity to talk about animals, shapes, animals in the wild and caring for their environment. Builds concentration, listening skills and their understanding of the world


	Tuesday [image: ]
	Handprint animals.
Using paint to make handprints help your child to look at how they can be used to make different animals. Once dry they can then be given detail using felt tip pens, eyes, pom poms or more paint! 

Learning objective: Allowing children to experiment with colours and textures. You could encourage them to mix colours together to make a new one and discuss the changes they see. Talking about animals, where they live in the world and their natural habitats. 


	Wednesday[image: ]
	Shape clown faces.
Using coloured paper help your child to cut out shapes to make a hat, eyes and nose and either use a paper plate or cut a circle for a face. Using a rectangle piece of paper help them to concertina fold it to make a bow tie. The clown’s hair could be made from cloud shapes or two handprints cut out. They can the assemble and stick together their clown.

Learning objective: Talk about positional language (on top/next to/behind). Being able to follow simple instructions. Point out and name shapes together that they can see as they are cutting them out. Practice using scissors which are important coordination skills and build hand muscles for writing. Learning about using tools safely and building confidence, attention and independence. 


	Thursday[image: ]
	Candyfloss playdough.
Make cooked playdough with your child.
Recipe: 1 cup plain flour, 1 cup salt, 1 tbsp cream of tartar, 1 cup water, 3 drops of pink/blue food colouring. ½ tsp candy floss flavouring optional. Warm everything together in a pan except the flour. When the salt has dissolved add the flour and stir until it forms a ball. Turn it out and when cool enough to touch it is ready to be rolled, cut with scissors, weighed and shaped to form letters/numbers.
Cooked playdough can be kept in the fridge for about a week.

Learning objective: An opportunity to talk about quantity and measure, using mathematical language of more and less. Learning about safety and using equipment safely. Supporting confidence, listening skills and independence. Using hands to mould, cut and shape help hand muscles for writing.


	Friday [image: ]

	Circus dice game.
Roll the dice and perform the corresponding actions. Roll the dice with your child and encourage them to count the dots and find the correct number action. 

1. Stomp like an elephant 2. Swing your arms like a monkey 3. Do a silly clown dance 4. Pretend to balance on a tightrope 5 pounce like a lion 6. Forward roll like an acrobat.

Learning objective: great for turn taking, number recognition and matching. Using their imagination and gross motor skills, big arm movements build muscles needed for writing. You can extend the learning further by increasing the number of actions and using two dice.
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