Nursery Topic Planning- Week 1: Circus
	
	Activity 

	Monday[image: ]
	Shape clown faces
Talk to your child about the circus and what you might find at one. Using a computer, look at clowns, what they look like and some of their acts. They can then make their own clown faces, using a variety of shapes, encouraging them to think about the best shapes to use for each part of the face

Learning objective: Using shape for a purpose, talking about the properties of shape. 
Additional: Talk about positional language (on top/next to/behind). 
Practice using scissors which are important coordination skills and build hand muscles for writing. Learning about using tools safely and building confidence, attention and independence. 


	Tuesday 
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	Juggling Balls
See step by step instruction sheet below. 

Learning objective: Using gross motor skills to throw, catch and juggle. 
Additional: Follow instructions, practise pouring and controlling equipment.

	Wednesday
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	Lion Tamers
Talk to your child about the role animals play in the circus, such as lions with lion tamers. Paint the circle, and separately, make lots of individual handprints in yellow or orange paint, spread out enough that when they are dry, your child can cut them out. Once they are cut out, stick the handprint around the outside to make the lions mane and add the facial features on the lion.

Learning objective: practise scissor control and using one-handed tools and equipment.



	Thursday
[image: ]
	Paper Plate Ring Toss
Together, decorate the 3 paper plates as well as 3 paper plates with the middle cut out and the 3 kitchen roll tubes. Once dry, attach the tubes to the middle of the whole plate, and set up the game, taking it in turns to throw the rings onto the tubes, keeping score with a tally. At the end, ask your child to count how many lines are on the tally chart, attempting to write the total number for each person. 

Learning objective: work together and take turns. 
Additional: Representing numbers, counting how many there are. 


	Friday [image: ]

	Circus dice game.
Roll the dice, add on 2 to the number and perform the corresponding actions. Roll the dice with your child and encourage them to count the dots and find the correct number action. 

3. Stomp like an elephant 4. Swing your arms like a monkey 5. Do a silly clown dance 6. Pretend to balance on a tightrope 7. pounce like a lion 8. Forward roll like an acrobat.

Learning objective: great for turn taking, number recognition, addition and matching. Using their imagination and gross motor skills, big arm movements build muscles needed for writing. You can extend the learning further by increasing the number of actions and using two dice.




Tuesday’s activity- Juggling Ball Instructions
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	1. Pour about half a cup of rice* into an empty water or soft drink bottle (if you don't have a funnel, make one from the top of a second bottle).

* The size of your juggling balls depends on the amount of rice you use.
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	2. Inflate a balloon to about the size of a grapefruit, twist the neck and stretch it over the neck of the bottle.
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	3. Turn the bottle upside down so all the rice falls into the inflated balloon – then remove the balloon from the bottle and let it deflate.
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	4. Cut the neck off the balloon – the rice will stay in the balloon.
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	5. Cut the neck off a second balloon and stretch it over the hole to seal the rice into your juggling ball.

You could use the ball like this, but they look heaps better if you add more balloons for some patterns and colour.
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	6. Cut the neck and a piece of the top off a third balloon and stretch it over the ball to get a single stripe of colour.
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	7. You can cut lots of very small holes in a balloon by pinching it between your finger and thumb and carefully cutting off the tips – remove the neck and stretch over a ball to make spotty patterns.
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	8. Done! You’ve just made some fantastic juggling balls … now all you have to do is learn how to juggle
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