Preschool planning week 2: Dinosaurs
	
	Activity 
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	Dinosaur Swamp

Create a dinosaur swamp using the cornflour and water recipe attached. Alternatively, mud pies work just as well! Encourage the children to play with the dinosaurs using their imagination to build up a story.

Learning objective- Explore different textures. Build up stories around toys. Keep play going.  


	Tuesday
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	Dinosaur Biscuits

Use the recipe attached to bake biscuits with your child. Cooking is a fantastic way to use mathematical vocabulary- heavy/light, more/less, numbers, measurements. Whilst the cookies are baking why not try one of the extension activities. 

Learning Objective- Practical maths application and vocabulary.


	Wednesday
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	Dino Snips

Scissor control is a very tricky skill so engaging children to practise this needs incentive- dinosaurs might be the incentive you need! Ask your child to try cutting out the dinosaur sheet (attached)- for beginners even snips in the paper is fine, for those already cutting try and encourage them to cut along the lines. Use the cut of dinosaurs to cut and stick onto a collage. Extension- ask the children to draw a habitat for the dinosaurs around the paper. 

Learning Objective- Fine motor skills, persistence. 


	Thursday
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	Dinosaur Junk Modelling

Ask the children to make a dinosaur using boxes, tubes, cellotape, glue and any other recycling you have. Stick them together using glue or cellotape then colour. Ask the children if they can see any shapes in the junk modelling whilst building the dinosaur.

Learning objective- show interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes and arrangements.


	Friday 
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Dinosaur Fossils

Today’s activity can be done using salt dough, clay or playdough. 
Allow the child to play freely with the dough for a while exploring the textures and shapes.  Practise gross motor skills rolling the dough into ball shapes, flatten and then press down a dinosaur so the print is on the play dough. Repeat this with different sizes and shapes. They could also try making dinosaur bones or models with spare dough. 

If you are using clay then you can allow it to dry and then your child can paint it and display it. 

You can use pre made play dough but if you would like to have extra fun with your child you can make some using the recipe below.
· https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe

You can also make salt dough by mixing 2cups of flour, 1cup of salt and 1 cup of water. Once you have finished place the fossils in the oven on gas mark 2 for roughly 3 hours. Let them cool and then they are ready to play with. 

Learning Objective- Gross motor skills, cause and effect. 




Other ideas and supporting work:

1) Dinosaur stories- There are so many dinosaurs stories available for preschool children. I’m sure you have some already. Some of our school favourites include- Dinosaurs love underpants, Crunch munch dinosaur lunch, Dinosaur roar, Ten little dinosaurs and Tyrannosauras drip
     You could try listening to the story of Bumpus, Jumpus Dinosaurumpus   
     with your child. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_gk8KE8D8w
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2) Paper plate diplodocus- Another craft activity if any of the above are a bit too messy! 
[image: paper plate dinosaur craft idea (10)]

3) Frozen Dinosaur Eggs-  Blow up balloons, fill with water and dinosaurs, seal and freeze. Remove the balloon and encourage your child to crack the eggs. How can we rescue them? 
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