Babies & Toddlers Planning Week 2: Dinosaurs
	
	Activity 

	Monday
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	Dinosaur Skeletons

Today’s activity is making dinosaur skeletons out of black card/paper and cotton buds or sticks. To begin this activity cut out a shape of a dinosaur on the black card. Check your child is able to recognise the template and encourage them to point out its head, legs, tails etc. Ask your child to spread glue across the template repeating the body parts vocal again. Using the cotton buds allow your child to place these on the template to make the dinosaur bones. Cut up cotton buds to give some longer and shorter option. Encourage your child to work independently to cover the dinosaur. 

Learning Objective- To develop hand eye coordination and fine motors skills. 


	Tuesday 
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Dinosaur Masks

Cut around a paper plate/card to create an outline for the mask or allow the children to try if you have child scissors. Then using another piece of paper, cut out the dinosaur’s nose and horns. Once you have cut these out, your child can use paint, pencils or crayons to colour in their dinosaur face and nose. While the children are doing this repeat the different colours to them, or extend to colour shades if they are confident on the basic colours. Once the mask is coloured in, ask the child to stick on the nose and horns. Finally cut holes for the eyes and one hole either side of the mask to attach string or elastic. Make one for any siblings and have fun playing dinosaurs! 

Learning Objective- Colour recognition, role play, engagement.


	Wednesday
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Dinosaur Fossils

Today’s activity can be done using salt dough, clay or playdough. 
Allow the child to play freely with the dough for a while exploring the textures and shapes.  They will be intrigued and need time to explore before structured learning can take place. When ready,  practise gross motor skills rolling the dough into ball shapes. Once that is done, ask your child to place the dinosaur in the middle of the play dough and press down so the print of the dinosaur is on the play dough. Repeat this with different sizes and shapes. They could also try making dinosaur bones or models with spare dough. 

If you are using clay then you can allow it to dry and then your child can paint it and display it. 

You can use pre made play dough but if you would like to have extra fun with your child you can make some using the recipe below.
· https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe

You can also make salt dough by mixing 2cups of flour, 1cup of salt and 1 cup of water. Once you have finished place the fossils in the oven on gas mark 2 for roughly 3 hours. Let them cool and then they are ready to play with. 

Learning Objective- Gross motor skills, measuring, textures. 




	Thursday
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Frozen Dinosaur Eggs

In this activity the children will be playing with the dinosaur eggs. Place the dinosaurs inside the balloons and fill with water. Once they are frozen the children will then be able to try and crack the dinosaur eggs to play with the dinosaur. The children can use their hands to melt the ice or can be creative and find something to try and crack the eggs. This is a great activity to do outside while it is warm or inside in a bowl/tray. 

Learning Objective- Sensory, exploration, trial and error. 

	Friday 
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Triceratops Craft

Using items from around the home, this activity helps children to find another purpose for an object and have choices. If possible, you will need an old egg tray for the face and a cupcake case from the top. If not, look around with your child for items you could use- fold up paper instead of a cake case, use a raison box for a face. 
Once you have the resources encourage the children to decorate their egg cup with anything they like, and don’t forget to put a face on it. 

Learning Objective- having own ideas, making choices. 







Other Ideas and Supporting Work


1) Shape Dinosaurs 
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2) Dinosaur Yoga https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjjq9KJ7tjoAhVTXsAKHeAWBBcQtwIIKjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DrnlDBKD2S78&usg=AOvVaw0GFS_wC3c2Lk-Va6hSDQ6l

3) Colouring sheets – 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-696-dinosaurs-colouring-posters-parents
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