Nursery planning week 4: Pirates
	
	Activity 

	Monday
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	Treasure map

Every pirate needs to find their treasure! To find this, we need to make our map. Using a plan piece of paper, get the children to draw treasure, trees, pirates etc on the paper or use the templates I have provided to cut and stick onto the map. Maybe try both to help those that need practise cutting. When they have finished designing their map they need to scrunch the paper up, and use a tea bag dipped in water to paint your map brown. Place to dry and when it’s done rolls it up and use ribbon to tie it up.

Learning Objective- Give meaning to marks, using colours for a purpose, plan and organise drawings and marks. 

	Tuesday
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	Pirate Ships

Make a tasty snack in the shape of a pirate ship! Carefully set out a working area and encourage the children to use independent though for ensuring they have all the resources they will need. 

The aim of this activity is for the children begin thinking about halves and quarters. Adults will need to work carefully with the children when cutting food but allow them to recognise 2 halves of an apple make a whole and by cutting it again, they make quarters. 

Learning Objective- Practical maths application of halves and quarters. 

	Wednesday
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	Sink or Float

For this activity the children will have to use basic science skills of predicting an outcome. Select a number of different household object and create a chart, marking if they believe the object will sink or float when they ‘walk the plank’. Test each object one at a time and mark on the sheet to see if their prediction was correct. Encourage use of mathematical language- heavy, light, dense etc. 

Extension- Use the knowledge they have gained to design a pirate ship that will float on the water. Make the ship and adjust as necessary. 

Learning Objective- Predict an outcome, test a theory.
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Polly the Parrot

 Every pirate needs a parrot! For this activity I would like you to get creative with bright colours to either draw, paint, stick or model your very own parrot. You could use things like feathers, toilet rolls, chalk etc the list is endless. Show us your creations! 

I have included a template for those who need it and a few pictures of examples. The children can show you their preferences and make their own choice with what they want to use. Let’s get creative!

Learning Objective- Making choices, choosing how to complete a project, overcome obstacles. 



	Friday 
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	Treasure Hunt

Before children begin, wrap goodies in foil or wrapping paper. Hide them around the house or garden.  Give written clues to help the children find the next spot. Use basic cvc words such as bed, sink, rug etc to guide them. Each hiding spot give another piece of treasure and another clue. The children can also use their map they made earlier this week. Use position language to help them find some of the treasure such as look on top of the slide or inside the Wendy house to expand their understanding.

Learning Objective- blending sounds into words, using positional language. 



Other ideas and supporting work:
1) Pirate Props- Every Pirate needs to be dressed up! There are lots of craft ideas online for Pirate fancy dress. You could make a telescope, binoculars, sword or eye patch. 

[image: Pirate Telescope | Pirate crafts, Pirate preschool, Pirate activities][image: ][image: Image result for making a pirate swords activity for preschoolers][image: Pirate Eye Patch]
2) Pirates Cove
 An activity for all the family to get involved, create a cove for our pirates! Use sheets or blankets with adult support to create a cave to store the treasure you have collected, to hide the map and to tell your pirate stories to each other. Use props or dress up clothes to make this adventure even better! 
[image: ]Island Hopping - Place several pillows around a large open area. Tell your children they are islands. Have the children hop from island to island without falling in the water. Make up stories about pirates and alligators while playing. 

3) Walk the Plank- Set up a skipping rope/board, or anything you can find to make a pirate game. Simply practise running across the plank without falling off or add rules (fall off-miss a turn, adults go backwards, teens have to hop!)
[image: Pirate Game:Walk The Plank | Pirate halloween party, Pirate games ...]

4) Dig for Treasure- Hide coins in sand and ask the children to find as many as they can in one minute. Count out the coins and add up the total. Try to beat their total next time. Fun to play with siblings. 
[image: 20 Sensory Bin Activities for Kids - Milestone Mom] 

5) Pirate jewels- Collect pasta, stones etc and paint in bright colours. Decorate with shimmer, glitter and foil and string some up to create sparkling pirate gems and jewellery- perfect for your treasure hunt! 
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