Preschool planning week 3: Space
	
	Activity 

	[image: Space theme activities and centers (literacy, math, fine motor, stem, blocks, sensory, and more) for preschool, pre-k, and kindergarten]Monday







	
Counting Stars

You could start off this activity by talking about daytime and night time and ask the children what they know. Also, talk about stars and what they look like. You could also show 2 pictures of day and night to the children and ask them what they can see and what’s different about the 2 pictures. Encourage them to engage in conversation and ask questions. 

An open-ended activity to suit various stages of number understanding. Create a star shape using a cookie cutter or cutting a potato into shape. Write numbers 1-10 onto the paper and ask your child to find and name each one. Once they’ve found the number, print a star over the top. Alternatively, put the number down one side of the page and ask the child to stamp the correct number of stars to match quantity to number. 

Learning Objective- Recognise numerals, match quantity to numeral.
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Shape Rockets

You could start off by talking about rockets with the children, what they do and where they’re found. You could also show them pictures of rockets online. 

To make the rockets, cut out squares and triangles from card or paper and of your choice of colour for the rocket. Next, cut small rectangles of yellows, orange and red tissue paper for the fire at the bottom. It may be useful to make an example rocket to show the children. Talk through each step of the activity with the children, with the triangle at the top of the rocket and the circles below, to form the rocket.  You could make this even more fun by adding glitter, sequins, pom-poms, stickers or any other decorations you have at home, to your rockets.

Extension- You could turn your rockets into name rockets and spell out the child’s name, writing one letter per window circle. You could ask them to find different letter sounds from their names and even ask the children to trace over the letters in their name and practice recognising their names. 

Learning Objective- Use shapes appropriately for tasks, begin to recognise name

	Wednesday
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Split Pin Astronaut 

Please find attached a picture of an astronaut for you to print at home or you try drawing your own! Show the child how to handle scissors safely and with the correct grasp, then encourage them to cut out each part of the astronaut. Secure the astronaut using split pins if possible, or piece together with tape/ stick it down on to paper. 

Learning objective: Using one handed tools and equipment 


	Thursday

[image: Halal Rice Crispy Treats | Space baby shower, Baby shower themes ...]

	Moon and Star Krispie Cakes 

For this activity, the children will have fun mixing and making moon and star shaped Rice krispie treats. You will need 5 cups of Rice Krispies cereal,3 tablespoons of butter and around 10 regular sized marshmallows (if you don’t have any on hand you could use melted white or milk chocolate instead). During this activity, you can encourage the children to count, problem solve and to describe the textures. 
Here’s how to make them-

· Melt the butter in a pan on a low heat (you can ask the children to count 3 tablespoons of this in).
· Once melted, add in the marshmallows and stir until fully melted and creamy on a low heat. 
· Remove from the heat and stir in the Rice Krispies cereal until it’s all combined. You can ask the children to do this. 
· Then, transfer the mixture onto a tray and use some parchment paper to press down and flatten the mixture evenly. 
· Use some star and moon shaped cookie cutters to cut the treats. This might be a bit tricky so the children may need your help with this. It’s best to cut them out while the mixture is still warm. You could try other shapes too!
· To finish you could melt some chocolate and dip or drizzle some of the Rice Krispies treats in some melted chocolate and add sprinkles too! Enjoy! 

Learning Objective- Counting, problem solving, following instructions.


	Friday 
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Playdough Aliens

An easy fun activity to do on a rainy day. Set out a variety of resources from around the house as well as a few different playdough colours. Make a few examples to show the children and have fun giving them silly names. 

Help the children roll out the playdough and cut/roll into various shapes. How many eyes/arms does your alien have? Which one looks most like daddy? 

Learning Objective- Gross motor skills, imaginative play


Other ideas and supporting work:
1) [bookmark: _Hlk39167296]Moon Sand- 
[image: 2 Ingredient DIY Moon Sand Recipe - Happy Mothering]The recipe is simple: 8 cups of flour & 1 cup of oil (use baby oil if possible). Mix it up really well until all of the oil is incorporated into the flour. It will still look like flour (albeit full of teeny tiny lumps from the bits of oil), but it is mouldable just like moon sand, make the moon sand with your child counting the cups that you pour in together and letting them see the changes in texture as you mix it up. Use the moon sand for a hands-on practical phonics session. Can you write your name in the sound? 

2) Pencil Control Sheets- See attached. 
 have attached some space-themed pencil control worksheets for you to work through with the children. This will help with their fine motor skills and good practice for them to practice their pencil grip. Encourage the children to hold the pencil with the correct grip and correct them the right way. Pencil grips are available online if needed. 


3) [image: ]Star Gazing- Make a telescope using a kitchen roll tube and decorate with any craft materials. Once your children telescope have dried and ready for action, they could go star hunting in the garden or from the window using their very own telescope! 

4) Space Yoga- please see the attached link for a yoga story about space. https://youtu.be/v9W8iV4AJYQ



5) Alien faces- Practise cutting and sticking activity to make Alien faces. 
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